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➢ Reception Pack

➢ Admission forms to return to school asap

➢ Road to school map / All about Me to return to class teacher (at home visit)

➢ ‘Reception Booklet’ – details the transition period and settling in sessions

➢ ‘Starting Reception’ flyer – links to additional advice online https://startingreception.co.uk/

➢ Home Visits – Fri 19th June / Tues 23rd June / Thurs 25th June

➢ Details shared in pack – please confirm via email

➢ Nursery Visits – June / July

➢ Classroom Visits – Wed 1st July (am) and Fri 10th July (pm)

➢ See Reception leaflet for timings / class split – please attend both sessions if possible

➢ Parents welcome, but ‘independent time’ (if ready) also encouraged

➢ Rainbow Preschool children (onsite) – welcome to visit with staff or parents

Getting to Know You: What happens during this transition period?

https://startingreception.co.uk/


Stage 1:
Informal visit ‘Teddy Bears’ Picnic’

- Wed 2nd September

Stage 2:
Half days (groups of 15 – alphabetical split)
- Thurs 3rd – Fri 4th September

Stage 3:
Staying for lunch (Y6 buddies) – whole class
Settling in Parent Interviews (sign up link for pm sessions to be shared)

- Wk Beg: 7th September

Stage 4:
Full days (if ready)
- Wk Beg: 14th September

Settling in: Staggered Start in September



➢ EYFS continued
➢ Reception builds upon learning and experiences at nursery or preschool

➢ Characteristics of Effective Learning
➢ Focus on developing ‘how’ children learn rather than what they learn - We 

reflect on and respond to the different ways that children learn
➢ Shape of the day reflects the importance placed on three main characteristics 

of effective teaching and learning i.e
➢ playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and 

‘have a go’; 
➢ active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they 

encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements; and 
➢ creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own 

ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.

➢ Opportunities for ‘play’
➢ Children are encouraged to follow their own interests

➢ This enables them to become deeply involved in activities – it is at this point they 
display high levels of well-being and are ready to learn

➢ Aim for children to be creative and adventurous learners

“Adults who 
help 

children to 
play are 

adults who 
help 

children to 
learn.”

What will happen at school in September?
- What will school ‘look’ like?



New Skills: 
Your child will be also learning new skills, acquiring new knowledge and 
demonstrating their understanding through 
7 areas of Learning and Development as detailed in EYFS Curriculum.



There are 3 Prime Areas

1. Communication and Language

2. Physical Development

3. Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development (PSED)

➢ Main focus of Autumn Term
➢ These are the areas which underpin learning in the rest of 

the curriculum (alongside the Characteristics of Effective 
Learning – CofEL)



Communication and Language
- underpins all seven areas of learning 

➢ engage actively through story-telling and 
role-play 

➢ talk confidently and clearly by engaging 
actively in stories, non-fiction books, 
rhymes and poems

➢ follow instructions to be able to play 
games, do craft activities or to keep safe

The children will be learning 

to: 

We aim for a language rich environment where children acquire and use 
new vocabulary in a range of situations.



Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development

➢ develop relationships.

➢ have awareness of their own   feelings 
and feelings of others

➢ become self-confident

➢ become independent

The children will be learning to:



Physical Development
- vital for children’s all round development, enabling them to pursue 

happy, healthy and active lives

➢ improve gross motor skills: core strength, stability, 

balance, spatial awareness, coordination and agility

➢ improve fine motor skills: puzzles, crafts, small 

tools, pencils, cutlery

The children will be learning to:



There are an additional 4 Specific Areas:

Confidence developed in the ‘Prime Areas’ will help children to develop skills in: 

1. Literacy 

2. Mathematics 

3. Understanding the World 

4. Expressive Arts and Design

Learning takes place in two ways

➢ teacher led / guided activities

➢ child-initiated activities



Literacy

➢ Talk about the world around them and the books we read 
with them

➢ say letter names and hear sounds 
(or phonemes) 

➢ sound out and blend sounds to read and segment words 
to write

➢ read and write familiar words and
form sentences.

We aim for children to develop a life-long love of reading

The children will be learning to: 

Little Wandle

Writing across the curriculum

Reading for pleasure

Phonics games

Articulating ideas



Mathematics

The children will be learning to: 

➢ develop a deep understanding of numbers to 10 
through stories, songs, games and imaginative play

➢ compare quantities, explore and represent patterns 
with numbers to 10 and beyond

➢ recognise shapes and patterns in the environment.



Understanding the World

➢ explore and find out about the world around them, 
asking questions about it and seeking answers

➢ talk about past events in their 
lives and their community

➢ find out about different cultures 
and beliefs. 

The children will:

Focus stories 
and non-fiction 
books help 
develop an 
understanding 
of our diverse 
world



Expressive Arts and Design

➢ explore different artistic materials, tools and 
techniques

➢ construct creatively using a variety of 
equipment

➢ take part in role play and stories  

➢ sing songs, make music and dance!

The children will:



www.shelfordschool.org.uk / Curriculum and Enrichment OR Pupils / Reception / Welcome to Reception

http://www.shelfordschool.org.uk/


What will a typical day look like?
- Routines built up over time

- Visual timetables used to support
- Respond to needs of the children

Choosing lunch

Self-Registration

Settling in activities

Organising belongings

Morning 
Carousel

Outdoor 
Exploration & 

Runtime –
Shelford Mile



Fruit snack & water

Phonics

Maths

Lunchtime

Adult-led and child-initiated activities



Additional / Afternoon Activities
- Timetable builds up gradually

Celebration Assembly 
/ Collective Worship

Goodbye! 
(sign up sheet)

Forest 
School

PE

Story Time

Indoor / Outdoor 
activity time

Whole school events



How can I support my child to get ready for school?

In

.

• Practising these skills 
early really matters and 
will support your child in 
making the best start in 
life by having the tools to 
access all areas of 
learning offered to them.

• New skills take time to 
learn. Practising at home 
will help your child move 
into school more easily 
and with confidence.

More 
details

Toothbrushing and 
Potty Training 
Guides available 
too!

https://beststartinlife.gov.uk/preparing-for-school/ https://startingreception.co.uk/

https://beststartinlife.gov.uk/preparing-for-school/
https://startingreception.co.uk/


How can I support my child to get ready for school?

➢ Road to School Map / All About Me Booklet (Please return during your home visit)

➢ Sharing all you know about your child helps us to learn a little more about them to guide and support 
them as needed

➢ Uniform / equipment
➢ Book bag, water bottle, wellies, shoes, coat

PLEASE LABEL EVERYTHING CLEARLY

➢ School Website www.shelfordschool.org.uk/website/admissions
➢ a Virtual Tour / a video from previous Reception pupils detailing their favourite parts of 

Reception / a Day in the Life of Reception video 

Any questions: Email reception@shelford.cambs.sch.uk

http://www.shelfordschool.org.uk/website/admissions

