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	The Hive threads and neurons

	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	
	Identity
	Our Story So Far
	Our Environment: Local and Global
	Community – Empathy
	Growth and Changes
	Curiosity

	National Curriculum Area
	Topic
	All about us
	How do we stay safe and healthy? 
	How does the world work?
	How do people live and work in our community?
	How do we care for our world?
	How do we communicate and express ourselves?

	
	  
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RE
	Understanding the World
	People and Communities:
	People and Communities:
	People and Communities:

	
	
	  Who am I and who is special to me? 
  My family, my community, belonging 
  Harvest – saying thank you 
  Celebrating differences (link to respect)
	Christmas story (belonging, giving).
Festivals of light.
	Creation – understanding the world.
	Easter story (care, kindness, helping others)?
	How do Muslims care for the world and living things?
	How do Jewish people celebrate and belong together?


	History
	
	What is my story?
· Personal timeline (baby, toddler, child, now) 
· Key life events and milestones (first day, achievements, changes) 
· Important people and relationships over time 
· Personal memories linked to sensory cues (photos, objects, sounds) 
· Changes in preferences, interests, and routines over time 
· Awareness of self as changing through time 
· Comparison of “then and now” within own experience
· History topics important to them

	How has our local area changed over time?

  Changes in the school environment over time 
  Local area changes (buildings, transport, spaces, land use) 
  Comparison of past and present in familiar surroundings 
  Introduction to historical evidence (photos, artefacts, stories) 
  Simple exploration of older vs newer versions of places 
  Awareness of how communities develop over time 
  Mapping change in immediate environment
	How have people’s lives and work changed?
· Roles of people in the community (past and present) 
· Changes in jobs, tools, and ways of working overtime 
· Evolution of communication (letters, phones, digital devices) 
· Transport changes across time (horse, car, train, plane) 
· Role play of historical and modern occupations 
· Understanding of how services support communities differently over time 
· Awareness of continuity and change in everyday life 

	How has life changed over time?
· Comparison of childhood experiences across generations 
· Changes in toys, games, and leisure activities 
· Family structures and routines across time 
· School life in the past compared to now 
· Ordering of events in chronological sequence 
· Understanding of generational differences 
· Recognition of change within living memory

	How does the world around us change over time?”
· Seasonal change and its effects on environment 
· Natural life cycles (plants, animals, insects) 
· Changes in habitats and natural spaces 
· Weather patterns and environmental impact 
· Observation of change in school grounds over time 
· Exploration of cause and effect in natural change 
· Comparison of environments across time and conditions

	How do we share stories from the past?

  Use of photographs, artefacts, and digital media as historical evidence 
  Creation of simple timelines and sequences of change 
  Recording personal or class history through different media 
  Oral storytelling of past events and experiences 
  Comparison of “before and after” across contexts 
  Sharing historical understanding through communication tools 
  Representing change in multiple accessible formats

	Science
	
	The World:
	The World:
	The World:

	
	
	What is my body and how do I use my senses?”
Focus:
· The human body (very simple awareness) 
· Senses: seeing, hearing, touching, smelling, tasting 
· Self-awareness in nature (my body in the outdoor world) 
· Sensory exploration outside (wind, textures, temperature) 
Big idea: I am part of the natural world and I experience it through my body.

	What is around us in our environment?
Focus:
· Living vs non-living things (very concrete examples) 
· Materials in the environment (wood, stone, water, metal) 
· Exploring school grounds/nature spaces 
· Simple seasonal signs beginning (leaves, weather changes) 
Big idea: Everything around me is made of different things I can explore.
.
	What are living things and how do they behave?
Focus:
· Animals and their needs (food, water, shelter) 
· Humans caring for living things 
· Pets, farm animals, wildlife 
· Simple observation: movement, sound, behaviour 
Big idea: Living things need care and behave in different ways.

	How do things grow and change?
Focus:
· Plant growth (seed → plant) 
· Life cycles (butterfly, frog 
· Human growth (baby → child → adult) 
· Weather changes and seasonal shifts 
Big idea: Living things and nature are always changing.

	What can we discover in nature?”
Focus:
· Plants, minibeasts, animals in local environment 
· Habitats (pond, garden, soil, trees) 
· Sensory exploration: soil, water, plants, insects 
· Simple classification: same/different 
Big idea: Nature is full of living things we can explore

	How does nature change around us?”
Focus:
· Seasonal change (summer weather, heat, rain, light) 
· Changes in plants and outdoor spaces 
· Weather and its effects (wind, rain, sun) 
· Recording observations (photos, objects, symbols) 
Big idea: Nature changes and we can notice and share those changes.


	Geography
	
	Exploring our school and classroom environments and local area
Developing awareness of place and space
Map and navigational skills

Where am I in the world and what does my space feel like?
	My Local Area & Different Places”
· School grounds + local walk (if possible) 
· What is near us? (shops, parks, roads, nature) 
· Comparing “here” and a contrasting place (hot/cold, busy/quiet, town/forest/beach) 
· Simple globe/map exposure (very tactile/visual) 
What is my environment like, and how is it different elsewhere?

	People and Places Around Us
· Who works in our community? (fire station, shop, school, hospital) 
· Mapping “helpful places” 
· Movement routes in the community (where people go and why) 
· Sensory role play of places (shop, café, park) 
How do people use places and move through them?

	How Places Change”
· Seasons in the school grounds (very sensory: weather, plants, temperature) 
· Changes in familiar places over time (photos before/after) 
· Weather patterns (rain, wind, sun felt physically) 
· Natural changes: puddles, mud, leaves, ice 
How does the world around me change over time?


	Land, Water and Weather”
· Rivers, sea, rain cycle (very sensory water play focus) 
· Simple physical geography: hills, flat ground, sand, soil 
· Weather exploration (wind, sun, rain experiences) 
· Cause and effect: “What happens when it rains a lot?”
What can we discover in nature around us?
	Sharing Places & Journey
· Making simple maps with symbols/photos 
· Describing places using sensory language (“wet, soft, loud, calm”) 
· Journeys we take (school → home, school → park) 
· Celebrating “my favourite place” (real or sensory imaginary places) 
Big idea link: How can I show others the places I know and like?


	Computing
	
	Technology:
	Technology:
	Technology:

	
	
	How do I use technology safely and explore it?”
Focus:
· Exploring devices (iPads, Alexas, laptops, beebots, cameras) 
· Cause and effect technology (press → something happens) 
· Simple digital choices (touch, swipe, select) 
· Technology in my life (home/school devices) 
· Very early online safety: “trusted adults help me” 
· Online safety
Big idea: I can explore technology and begin to understand how it responds to me.

	How does technology help people?”
Focus:
· Technology in the community (shops, hospitals, transport, communication) 
· Simple communication tech (buttons, AAC devices, recording voices) 
· Making choices using technology 
· Using tech to support routines (timers, visual schedules) 
· Working together with devices (turn-taking, shared control) 
· Online safety
Big idea: Technology helps people communicate, learn, and live.

	How can we use technology to explore the world around us?”
Focus:
· Using cameras/tablets to explore nature outdoors 
· Taking photos of plants, animals, weather, seasons 
· Data collection (what we see/hear outside) 
· Recording sounds (wind, birds, rain) 
· Creating simple digital stories about nature (photos + symbols) 
· Online safety
Big idea: Technology helps us notice, capture, and share the world around us.


	MfL
	
	Songs, rhymes, greetings – work with KS2 pupils in a language of choice

	

Art
	Expressive Arts and Design
	Exploring and Using Media and Materials / Being Imaginative:
	Exploring and Using Media and Materials / Being Imaginative:
	Exploring and Using Media and Materials / Being Imaginative:

	
	
	Drawing & Painting
· Self-portraits using paint, pastels, mirrors, photography, and sensory materials 
· Exploring colour, texture, mark making, and observational drawing 
· Seasonal and celebration artwork 
Printing
· Hand printing, leaf printing, body prints, and repeated pattern printing 
· Exploring shape, texture, and symmetry through sensory media 
Collage & Textiles
· Family collages and sensory collage making 
· Exploring fabrics, weaving, threading, joining materials, and celebration crafts 
Sculpture & Construction
· Playdough faces and models 
· Clay exploration and decoration making 
· Junk modelling and construction linked to homes, celebrations, and familiar environments 
Cooking & DT
· Preparing snacks and drinks 
· Seasonal baking and celebration foods 
· Exploring healthy eating, tastes, textures, and hygiene routines 
· Using simple tools safely with increasing independence 
Music, Performance & Creative Communication
· Songs linked to routines, emotions, celebrations, and identity 
· Makaton sign-and-sing sessions to support communication and engagement 
· Exploring rhythm, instruments, movement, loud/quiet, and tempo 
· Sensory storytelling, role play, and performance activities
 
	Drawing & Painting
· Observational drawing of weather, nature, people, and environments 
· Exploring texture, movement, and colour through paint and mixed media 
Printing
· Natural object printing and environmental patterns 
· Cultural patterns, symbols, and repeated designs 
Collage & Textiles
· Nature collages and transient outdoor art 
· Group textile projects, weaving, and collaborative displays 
· Exploring recycled and natural materials creatively 
Sculpture & Construction
· Outdoor building and construction 
· Ice sculpture, mud art, and sensory modelling 
· Building role play environments such as shops, homes, and transport 
Cooking & DT
· Exploring changes through mixing, pouring, measuring, and cooking 
· Preparing foods linked to community and culture 
· Developing independence in practical life skills 
Music, Performance & Creative Communication
· Environmental sounds, rhythms, and movement 
· Group music-making and shared performances 
· Exploring music from different cultures 
· Using Makaton signs alongside music, songs, and sensory storytelling 
· Role play and imaginative performance to support communication and social interaction 
Progression
· Working collaboratively and sharing ideas 
· Planning and adapting creative work with increasing independence 
· Using creative arts to communicate and interact with others

	Drawing & Painting
· Observational drawings of plants, animals, and nature 
· Open-ended creative projects linked to interests 
· Exploring mixed media and digital art 
Printing
· Flower, leaf, fruit, and vegetable printing 
· Layered printing and independent pattern making 
Collage & Textiles
· Eco-art, nature weaving, and recycled art 
· Independent collage and textile exploration 
· Combining materials creatively 
Sculpture & Construction
· Clay models of plants, animals, and habitats 
· Junk modelling inventions and structures 
· Exploring moving models, mechanisms, and natural sculpture 
Cooking & DT
· Growing, preparing, and tasting foods 
· Planning and preparing simple recipes 
· Solving problems through design challenges and practical activities 
Music, Performance & Creative Communication
· Nature-inspired music and movement 
· Creating music, rhythms, movement, and performances 
· Using Makaton, AAC, and creative arts to communicate ideas, emotions, and preferences 
· Exploring drama, role play, self-expression, and performance 
Progression
· Independent creative decision making 
· Evaluating and adapting creative work 
· Applying creative skills purposefully across contexts 
· Using creativity as a tool for communication, confidence, and independence


	DT
	
	
	
	

	Music
	
	
	
	

	PE and outdoor learning
	PD
	Body awareness & regulation
· Sensory circuits (daily) 
· Exploring movement (jumping, climbing, balancing) 
· Developing awareness of body and space

	Control & coordination
· Balance bikes / balance activities 
· Dance and movement to music 
· Spatial awareness and safety

	Movement in different environments
· Forest school physical challenges 
· Climbing, lifting, transporting 
· Exploring movement outdoors

	Working with others
·  Team games 
· Turn-taking and shared activities 
· Ball skills (throwing, catching, rolling)

	Strength, stamina & coordination
· Obstacle courses 
· Gymnastics (rolling, balancing, sequencing) 
· Developing core strength 

	Applying skills & independence
· Games and challenges 
· Outdoor physical problem solving 
· Sports day style activities
· swimming


	
	
	Exploring self within the environment
· Sensory exploration of outdoor space (textures, sounds, movement) 
· Developing familiarity with school grounds 
· Body awareness through climbing, balancing, mov

	Safety and seasonal awareness
· Exploring seasonal changes (weather, light/dark) 
· Learning safe use of outdoor spaces and equipment 
· Group games and shared activities

	Exploration and investigation
· Forest school sessions (materials, nature, problem solving) 
· Investigating water, ice, mud, natural materials 
· Cause-and-effect exploration

	Real-life environments
· Local visits (shops, park, transport) 
· Practising real-life skills (buying items, turn-taking) 
· Meeting members of the community

	Nature, growth, and responsibility
· Gardening, planting, and caring for living things 
· Observing changes over time 
· Exploring habitats

	Exploration and independence
· Outdoor challenges and problem solving 
· Transport experiences (bus/train trips) 
· Open-ended exploration and play


	PSHE and life skills
	PSHE, life skills.
	· Beginning and Belonging
· My Emotions
· Family and Friends
· Rights, Rules and Responsibilities
Children develop:
· emotional safety
· confidence and self-esteem
· communication of needs and feelings
· understanding of routines and boundaries
· trusting relationships with adults and peers
There is a strong focus on:
· co-regulation
· interaction and turn taking
· recognising emotions

	· Family and Friends
· Anti-Bullying
· Diversity and Communities
· Managing Feelings
Children develop:
· empathy and understanding
· awareness of similarities and differences
· collaborative play skills
· emotional understanding
· friendship skills
There is a strong focus on:
· respectful interaction
· communication within play
· sharing and turn taking
· recognising emotions in self and others

	· Healthy Lifestyles
· Personal Safety
· Managing Safety and Risk
· Drug Education
· Road Safety
Children develop:
· awareness of personal safety
· healthy routines
· understanding of regulation strategies
· confidence exploring safely
· resilience and problem solving
There is a strong focus on:
· body awareness
· recognising safe and unsafe situations
· emotional regulation
· communicating for help

	· Working Together
· Diversity and Communities
· Rights, Rules and Responsibilities
· Citizenship
Children develop:
· friendship and teamwork skills
· communication within groups
· empathy and kindness
· understanding of community roles
· self-advocacy
There is a strong emphasis on:
· collaborative interaction
· communication and social understanding
· shared problem solving
· respecting others
Life skills include:
· shopping and café visits
· community trips
· travel safety
· teamwork and turn taking
· using money in real-life contexts

	· Managing Change
· Healthy Lifestyles
· Relationships Education
· Mental Health and Emotional Wellbeing
Children develop:
· confidence and independence
· understanding of emotions and change
· awareness of healthy lifestyles
· self-care and responsibility
· emotional resilience
There is a strong focus on:
· coping with change
· recognising strengths
· emotional regulation
· developing independence
Older or more able pupils may begin exploring:
· puberty
· body changes
· personal boundaries
· body autonomy

	· Managing Change
· Economic Wellbeing
· Financial Capability
· Careers and Employability
Children develop:
· independence and self-advocacy
· confidence communicating in different situations
· resilience and problem solving
· understanding of transitions and future aspirations
There is a strong focus on:
· preparing for transition
· emotional wellbeing
· communication across environments
· independence within the community
Life skills include:
· transport experiences
· shopping and budgeting
· preparing for transition
· community visits


	
	
	 Life skills:
independent routines
  snack preparation
  organising belongings
  communicating choices and needs
	 Life skills:

cooking and sharing food
  collaborative activities
  preparing for celebrations
  role play and communication games
	Life skills:

 cooking and food preparation
  following instructions
  road safety
  safe use of tools and equipment
  outdoor learning and visits
	. Life skills:

  shopping and café visits
  community trips
  travel safety
  teamwork and turn taking
  using money in real-life contexts
	Life skills:

  gardening
  preparing healthy foods
  caring for living things
  planning activities independently

	Eng. Links


	
	Listening and Attention and communication.
	Listening and Attention / Understanding / Speaking:
	Listening and Attention / Understanding / Speaking:
	Listening and Attention / Understanding / Speaking:
	Listening and Attention / Understanding / Speaking:
	Listening and Attention / Understanding / Speaking:

	
	
	Children develop shared attention, engagement and regulation through:
· Attention Autism
· sensory storytelling
· bucket sessions
· intensive interaction
· music and movement
· interactive play
There is a strong focus on developing tolerance of shared spaces, adult interaction and joint attention.
Communication
Children are supported to:
· communicate wants and needs
· develop trusting relationships
· share interests
· interact with adults and peers
· use AAC, visuals, Makaton or speech confidently
Communication opportunities are embedded continuously throughout provision and play.


	
Children develop listening and engagement through:
· Attention Autism
· collaborative games
· sensory exploration
· music and rhyme
· interactive storytelling
· role play
Adults model interaction and communication continuously.
Communication
Children are encouraged to:
· communicate preferences and opinions
· engage in collaborative play
· share experiences
· develop expressive language
· build interaction skills
Functional communication is embedded through celebrations, cooking and role play opportunities.

	 Children develop sustained attention and curiosity through:
· investigations
· sensory exploration
· Attention Autism
· outdoor learning
· practical experiments
· listening games
Communication
There is a strong focus on:
· questioning
· commenting
· collaborative interaction
· sharing discoveries
· problem solving
Communication is developed through real-life experiences and child-led exploration.

	Children develop collaborative attention through:
· group games
· role play
· Attention Autism
· music and movement
· shared storytelling
Adults support regulation, interaction and safe communication throughout.
Communication
Children are supported to:
· develop turn taking
· express opinions and emotions
· communicate within group activities
· build friendships
· problem solve collaboratively
There is a strong emphasis on interaction and social communication.

	Children continue developing sustained attention and engagement through:
· outdoor storytelling
· gardening
· sensory exploration
· practical investigations
· Attention Autism
· movement and rhythm activities
Communication
Children are encouraged to:
· explain ideas
· share discoveries
· communicate preferences
· engage in collaborative problem solving
· develop conversational interaction

	 Listening and Attention
Children develop listening and collaborative attention through:
· storytelling performances
· music
· imaginative play
· collaborative games
· Attention Autism
· digital storytelling
Communication
Children are supported to:
· express ideas creatively
· communicate across different contexts
· collaborate with others
· share opinions and interests confidently
There is a continued focus on interaction and communication through creativity and shared experiences.


	
	Literacy
	Reading, storytelling and writing.
	Reading, storytelling and writing.
	Reading, storytelling and writing.
	Reading, storytelling and writing.
	Reading, storytelling and writing.
	Reading, storytelling and writing.

	
	
	 Children explore stories linked to identity, emotions, belonging and personal interests through:
· sensory stories
· story baskets
· puppets
· role play
· small world play
· child-selected texts
Writing begins through purposeful communication and storytelling including:
· mark making
· drawing
· labels
· captions
· comic creation
· emergent writing
· visual storytelling
Writing is introduced through Curiosity Quest hooks such as mystery letters, objects or story portals which create excitement and purpose.
Children begin completing simple “codes” (writing tasks) linked to imaginative play and storytelling. Writing will be matched to children’s attainment so for older pupils this could look like short narratives, character descriptions or recounts linked to shared experiences.
Phonics and spelling will follow little Wandle schemes.

	Children explore fiction, non-fiction, sensory texts and interest-led books linked to celebrations, imaginative worlds and shared experiences.
Storytelling includes:
· acting out stories
· sensory trays
· role play
· puppet theatre
· collaborative storytelling
Writing continues through Curiousity Quest experiences where children receive writing missions from story characters.
Writing opportunities include:
· invitations
· cards
· menus
· labels
· signs
· lists
· story maps
· imaginative storytelling
Phonics and spelling will follow little Wandle schemes
	.Texts and storytelling are linked to:
· exploration
· science
· transport
· environments
· inventions
· pupil interests
Storytelling may involve:
· world building
· sensory adventures
· child-created narratives
· role play environments
Writing remains purposeful and imaginative through Curiousity Quest writing missions.
Children may create:
· maps
· instructions
· labels
· diagrams
· comics
· recipes
· information posters
· persuasive texts
Phonics and spelling will follow little Wandle schemes

	Stories and texts are linked to:
· friendship
· kindness
· emotions
· communities
· pupil interests
Storytelling includes:
· collaborative story creation
· drama
· role play
· adapting familiar stories
· small world storytelling
Writing is linked to meaningful social purposes through Curiousity Quest missions and real-life experiences.
Children may create:
· messages
· posters
· signs
· captions
· collaborative stories
· role play writing
· newspaper reports
· balanced arguments
Phonics and spelling will follow little Wandle schemes
	Books and storytelling are linked to:
· nature
· life cycles
· animals
· change
· child interests
Storytelling opportunities include:
· sensory world building
· puppet play
· collaborative storytelling
· imaginative outdoor play
Writing continues through Curiousity Quest missions and purposeful experiences.
Children may create:
· journals
· labels
· signs
· comics
· instructions
· imaginative stories
Phonics and spelling will follow little Wandle schemes
	Texts are chosen around:
· creativity
· inventions
· imagination
· technology
· pupil interests
Storytelling includes:
· child-created stories
· drama
· puppetry
· digital storytelling
· comics and visual narratives
· role play
Writing is highly purposeful, imaginative and flexible through Curiousity Quest missions and inventuring opportunities.
Children may create:
· scripts
· maps
· comics
· plans
· digital stories
· instructions
· collaborative narratives


	Exploring number
	    Maths
	
	
	

	
	
	Practical number through real-life contexts (counting, sorting, matching, comparing).
Progression to problem solving, simple calculations, and applying maths in daily routines (e.g. snack, organising resources)
	Sequencing routines, counting in context (cooking, celebrations).
Comparing quantities and introducing simple problem solving
	Measuring growth, time concepts, comparison.
For older pupils: recording and interpreting change.
Problem solving, reasoning, pattern, and exploration.
For older pupils: applying maths in investigations and real-life challenge






Pupils from reception to Year 6 access a broad and balanced curriculum, with learning carefully adapted to their individual stage of development rather than their chronological age.
All pupils engage with the same core themes and experiences, but learning is scaffolded to provide appropriate challenge, depth, and progression. This ensures that:
Learning might focus on foundational understanding through sensory and experiential learning through to children being supported to develop deeper thinking, problem solving, independence, and application of skills 
Learning is still academically rigorous will be structured and planned in a way that works for them, allowing pupils to access curriculum content in a way that is meaningful, engaging, and achievable.
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